
Presenter
Presentation Notes
Gathering Place holder
Music – Tracy Chapman Revolution – instrumental 
Duration :  5mins



Gathering Placeholder

Money – Pink Floyd
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Call to Worship and Chalice Lighting  Duration : 2 mins Yvette

We begin today’s service with words from Adam Smith, a Scottish political economist of the 18th century. 
“The disposition to admire, and almost to worship, the rich and the powerful, and to despise, or, at least, to neglect persons of poor and mean condition is the great and most universal cause of the corruption of our moral sentiments.”
–Adam Smith        Scottish political economist (1723-1790)

We are called here this morning to explore  the social and economic conditions that  affect so many lives in this country and to meditate upon the the barriers to understanding and compassion that exist in society.  We are here today because we quest after the insights that will allow us to live in right relationship with each other.

MO/CT  Chalice Lighting  
Yvette:  As we light our chalice this morning we will ponder these words written by Unitarian Eric Hausman.  
Sometimes, the vision we share for compassion and community is bigger than our actual hearts.
Often, our hopes for a just society that is both free and responsible exceeds what we actually do to create it.
But may we never let our failing and floundering  keep us from seeking, again and again,
to live out in concrete deeds the hopes and dreams of our collective heart.
May the light of this flame give us courage for the journey.









Hymn #1053 
How Could Anyone
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Yvette  Duration 3 mins

Please stand as you are able as we sing Hymn #1053 as shown on the screen.  We will repeat the verse three times.

Click to start video



Hymn #1053 
How Could Anyone
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Yvette to intro 
3 times with video lyrics
Duration 3 mins



We unite to strengthen the bonds 
of  kinship among all persons; to 
promote human dignity; and to 
increase reverence for life's 
creating, sustaining, and 
transforming power through 
worship, study, and service.
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CT    Duration:  2 mins	
 - Please remain  standing to recite our Covenant

We unite to strengthen the bonds of kinship among all persons; to promote human dignity; and to increase reverence for life's creating, sustaining, and transforming power through worship, study, and service.

Please be seated



Readings 
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 Readings:     Duration 3 minutes      Backdrop:  Toff and Beggar or Passers by

MaryAnne
#1 Toward Economic and Social Justice: Founding Principles of the Center for Economic and Social Justice. 
One definition of justice is “giving to each what he or she is due.” The problem is knowing what is “due”. Functionally, “justice” is a set of universal principles which guide people in judging what is right and what is wrong, no matter what culture and society they live in. Justice is one of the four “cardinal virtues” of classical moral philosophy, along with courage, temperance (self-control) and prudence (efficiency)…. The ultimate purpose of all the virtues is to elevate the dignity and sovereignty of the human person.  While often confused, justice is distinct from the virtue of charity.  Charity, derived from the Latin word caritas, or “divine love,” is the soul of justice. Justice supplies the material foundation for charity. While justice deals with the substance and rules for guiding ordinary, everyday human interactions, charity deals with the spirit of human interactions and with those exceptional cases where strict application of the rules is not appropriate or sufficient. Charity offers expedients during times of hardship. Charity compels us to give to relieve the suffering of a person in need. The highest aim of charity is the same as the highest aim of justice: to elevate each person to where he does not need charity but can become charitable himself.  True charity involves giving without any expectation of return. But it is not a substitute for justice. 

Colin
#2 "The more privilege you have, the more opportunity you have. The more opportunity you have, the more responsibility you have." - Noam Chomsky




A Tale of Two Gateses
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Duration : 3 mins
TODO





I will do my best not to place blame or make 
value judgments
When I place blame or make value judgments, I 
will challenge myself
I will challenge my own biases and assumptions
I will challenge myself when I think of people as 
an “Other”
I will ask myself why I think these things
I will ask myself how I can think differently

We are all human
We all deserve a better world
I am a part of this process
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Maryanne    Responsive reading and Meditation    Duration 4 mins

Tumblr – A survival guide to unlearning deservedness. Adapted from “a privileged person’s guide to dismantling their own biases, stigma, and othering of homeless people”
I will do my best not to place blame or make value judgments�When I place blame or make value judgments, I will challenge myself�I will challenge my own biases and assumptions�I will challenge myself when I think of people as an “Other”�I will ask myself why I think these things�I will ask myself how I can think differently��We are all human�We all deserve a better world�I am a part of this process

Invitation to 1 min silence with gong/bell to end
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“When someone works for less pay than she can live on — when, for example, she goes hungry so that you can eat more cheaply and conveniently — then she has made a great sacrifice for you, she has made you a gift of some part of her abilities, her health, and her life. The 'working poor,' as they are approvingly termed, are in fact the major philanthropists of our society. They neglect their own children so that the children of others will be cared for; they live in substandard housing so that other homes will be shiny and perfect; they endure privation so that inflation will be low and stock prices high. To be a member of the working poor is to be an anonymous donor, a nameless benefactor, to everyone else.” �― Barbara Ehrenreich, Nickel and Dimed: On (Not) Getting By in America
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Nickel and Dimed Video cut down
Duration: 2 mins



“ Of Cabbages and Kings”
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Colin  sermon Slides Begin 
Duration 15 mins with vids etc?
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Real Average Hourly Wages 
Stagnation since 1970



Presenter
Presentation Notes
Picketty income Inequality in US 1910 to 2010
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Third World Trash Picker
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Wilkinson Index of health and Social Problems vs income Inequality
USA off scale almost
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John Oliver video  “Haves and Soon to Haves”
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Class Warfare OMG
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Look at the News – Walmart Pay hikes





No Man is an Island  - John Donne
No man is an island,
Entire of itself,
Every man is a piece of the continent,
A part of the main.
..
Any man's death diminishes me,
Because I am involved in mankind,
And therefore never send to know for whom the bell 

tolls;
It tolls for thee.

Presenter
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Sermon Closing Slide  into Benediction   ..Sharing The Light 
Duration : 4 mins
Colin 
As we extinguish our chalice , let us take some time to recognize the greater light that shines in all of us, regardless of income or background.  

Please turn to your neighbors and greet them.  Do this with an openness to their stories, their myths, their struggles and their joys. Let us not be islands. Rather let us join to form John Donne's continent  of compassion.
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Invite to explore further 

Yvette, Maryanne, Colin 

We hope you have found todays service thought provoking.   We invite you to discuss with us and others, to disagree,  debate, question and to celebrate. Please leave us your contact information with Marsha and Linda in Atherton Hall if you would be interested in workshops, discussion or action  based on these issues.

Thank you
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